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2009 Best Lawyers List

Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Appallette 
Bank Law 
Bankruptcy 
Business Litigation 
Commercial Real Estate 
Corporate Finance/ Mergers and Acquisitions 
Criminal Defense 
Family Law

Franchise and Development 
Intellectual Property 
Labor and Employment 
Land Use and Environment 
Personal Injury 
Tax 
Trusts and Estates 
White Collar Defense/ Antitrust 
Rising Stars 
Firm Profiles

The Birmingham Region is full of many top-flight law firms and the lawyers who populate 

them. As we do in other areas of editorial endeavor, Birmingham magazine conducted a 

review through a nomination process to discover which attorneys were held in highest 

regard by their peers. More than 750 attorneys responded to our request to nominate 

lawyers that they felt represented the top tier of their profession. The nominations were 

tabulated, vetted and the top vote -getters in various categories are presented here. This 

editorial effort by Birmingham magazine has no affiliation with Best Lawyers in America ¨ or 

any other peer review process.

Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Charles L. Denaburg 

Najjar Denaburg, P.C. 
 
Michael L. Edwards 

Balch & Bingham LLP 
 
Arthur J. Hanes Jr. 

Dominick, Fletcher, Yeilding, Wood & Lloyd, PA 
 
Michael B. Maddox 
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Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Rodney A. Max 

Upchurch, Watson, White & Max 
 
George M. (Marty) Van Tassel Jr. 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Michael B. Walls 

Upchurch, Watson, White & Max

Back to top

Appellate 

Marc James Ayers 

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP 
 
Joseph H. Driver 

Carr Allison 

Ed Haden 

Balch & Bingham LLP 
 
Kevin C. Newsom 

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP 
 
Barry A. Ragsdale 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Deborah Alley Smith 

Christian & Small LLP

Back to top

Bank Law 

H. Hampton Boles 

Balch & Bingham LLP 
 
Jennifer R. McCain 

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C.

Back to top

Bankruptcy 

Lee R. Benton 

Benton & Centeno, LLP 
 
Eric J. Breithaupt 

Christian & Small LLP 
 
Richard P. Carmody 

Adams and Reese LLP 
 
Patrick Darby 

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP 
 
Charles L. Denaburg 

Najjar Denaburg, P.C. 
 
Joe Selig Erdberg  

Jaffe & Erdberg, P.C. 
 
Fred Garfield 

Sexton & Associates, P.C. 
 
Michael L. Hall  

Burr & Forman LLP 

Beautiful People
Are you beautiful?  

Do you know someone  
who is? Send us a picture,  

and we'll be the judge. 
Birmingham magazine is  

looking for Birmingham's   
most beautiful people to  

feature in its June edition.   
E-mail us a photo,  

and it could be featured  
in our annual Most  

Beautiful People edition. 

E-mail us a photo now!
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Clark R. Hammond 

Johnston Barton Proctor & Rose LLP 
 
James G. Henderson 

Pritchard, McCall & Jones, L.L.C. 
 
Jayna Partain Lamar 

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C. 
 
Timothy M. Lupinacci 

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
 
Eric L. Pruitt 

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
 
Daniel D. Sparks 

Christian & Small LLP 
 
Robert W. Tapscott 

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C. 
 
W. Clark Watson 

Balch & Bingham LLP

Back to top

Business Litigation 

D. Keith Andress 

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
 
Robert R. Baugh 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Lee R. Benton 

Benton & Centeno, LLP 
 
Thomas J. Butler 

Whatley, Drake & Kallas, L.L.C. 
 
D. Christopher Carson 

Burr & Forman LLP 
 
Stanley A. Cash 

Huie, Fernambucq & Stewart, LLP 
 
Larry B. Childs 

Waller Lansden 
 
John R. Chiles 

Burr & Forman LLP 
 
Charles L. Denaburg 

Najjar Denaburg, P.C. 
 
David R. Donaldson 

Donaldson & Guin, LLC 
 
Augusta S. Dowd 

White Arnold & Dowd P.C. 
 
Joseph A. Fawal  

Fawal & Spina 
 
Jeffrey E. Freidman 

Friedman, Leak, Dazzio, Zulanas & Bowling, P.C 
 
David J. Guin 
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Donaldson & Guin, LLC 
 
Eddie Leitman Leitman, Siegal & Payne, P.C. 
 
Eugene D. Martenson 

Huie, Fernambucq & Stewart, LLP 
 
Kerry P. McInerney 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Wayne Morse, Jr. 

Waldrep, Stewart & Kendrick, L.L.C. 
 
Richard F. Ogle 

Christian & Small LLP 
 
Shaun Ramey 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Bruce F. Rogers 

Bainbridge, Mims, Rogers & Smith, LLP 
 
James R. Shaw  

Huie, Fernambucq & Stewart, LLP 
 
John B. Tally, Jr. 

Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell 
 
Charlie D. Waldrep 

Waldrep, Stewart & Kendrick, L.L.C. 
 
J. Gusty Yearout 

Yearout & Traylor, P.C. 
 
Lee H. Zell 

Balch & Bingham LLP

Back to top

Commercial Real Estate 

Charles A. J. Beavers, Jr. 

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP 
 
W. Benjamin Johnson 

Burr & Forman LLP 
 
William R. Sylvester 

Walston Wells & Birchall, LLP 
 
Richard W. Theibert 

Najjar Denaburg, P.C. 
 
James E. Vann 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C.

Back to top

Corporate Finance/ Mergers and Acquisitions 

Christopher B. Harmon 

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C. 
 
Gene T. Price 

Burr & Forman LLP 
 
Brian G. Wilson 

Cabaniss, Johnston, Gardner, Dumas & O'Neal LLP
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Criminal Defense 

William N. Clark 

Redden, Mills & Clark, LLP 
 
William M. Dawson  

Dawson & Wallace, LLC 
 
Richard S. Jaffe 

Jaffe, Strickland, Drennan & Dodd, P.C. 
 
G. Douglas Jones 

Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC 
 
Anthony A. Joseph 

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C. 
 
John Lentine 

Sheffield, Sheffield & Lentine, P.C. 
 
Jack W. Selden 

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP 
 
Thomas J. Spina  

Fawal & Spina 
 
James R. Sturdivant 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Stephen C. Wallace 

Dawson & Wallace, LLC 
 
J. Mark White 

White Arnold & Dowd P.C.

Back to top

Environmental Law 

D. Frank Davis 

Davis & Norris, LLP 
 
Annesley H. DeGaris 

Cory Watson Crowder & DeGaris, P.C 
 
Rebecca Wright Pritchett  

Pritchett Law Firm, L.L.C. 
 
Byron Barton Slawson 

Byron Barton Slawson, Esq. PC

Back to top

ERISA (Employee Retirement Income Security Act) 

Elizabeth G. Beaube 

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C. 
 
Cynthia Ransburg Brown 

Sirote & Permutt, P.C. 
 
Glen M. Connor 

Whatley, Drake & Kallas, L.L.C. 
 
Jeffrey Stuart Daniel  

Law Office of Jeff S. Daniel, P.C. 
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